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POLICE AND COMMUNITY YOUTH CENTRES — EIGHTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [9.13 am]: I wish to acknowledge a significant milestone 
of 80 years of service delivery through the Western Australian police and community youth centres. The 
Western Australian police and community youth centres were established in 1941. Originally identified as the 
Police Boy’s Club, the focus of the original club was on providing guidance and structure to boys, many of whose 
fathers were away at war and their mothers were busy working. Back then, activities were centred around sports 
such as boxing and gymnastics. Diversionary programs were later developed to ensure young people remained active, 
engaged and supported so that they could stay on a positive path through life. This paved the way for a number of 
name changes since the original Police Boy’s Club, and many of my colleagues will recall it being called the police 
and citizens youth club until the current title was adopted in 2005. 
The PCYC approach is community focused. It provides services to young people within Western Australia with 
an emphasis on the delivery of accredited training programs dedicated to young people who need alternative learning 
options to traditional school. Since the establishment of this group, the Western Australia Police Force has played 
a prominent role in supporting PCYCs in delivering activities and alternative education and training programs 
to young people at risk. The McGowan government continues to support the work of the PCYC, and at the recent 
election committed a further $18 million towards the operation of centres within metropolitan and regional WA, 
building upon the success in delivering programs to vulnerable children and at-risk youth. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, I am sure that all members will join with you in congratulating the PCYC on its 
eightieth anniversary. 
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